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M edal of Honor recipient Walter D.

Ehlersvisited Kosovo Wednesday
tocatchupwithhisoldunit, 1 Bat-
talion, 18" Infantry Regiment, 58 yearslater.

Ehlers earned the Medal of Honor for con-
spicuousgallantry andintrepidity onJune9-10,
1944, near Goville, France, duringtheinvasion
of Normandy.

Onthat day, herepeatedly ledhismenagainst
heavily defended enemy strong points, expos-
ing himself todeadly hostilefire.

“I'm no Rambo. Because of my training, it
was just automatic not to run but to attack,”
Ehlerssaid.

Ehlersarrived at Camp Bondsteel and then
traveled with Lt. Col. Robert Botters, com-
mander of Task Force 1-18 Infantry, to Camp

Medal of honor awardee Walter D. Ehlers, (|€ft), isgreeted Wednesday at Camp Magrath by Task Force
1-18 Infantry commander Lt. Col. Robert Botters.

Medal of honor winner visits TF 1-18

Magrath. Heatelunchwith Command Sgt. Maj.
John Calpena, company first sergeants and mem-
bersof TF 1-18.

Afteratour of thebasecamp, Ehlerswasledto
thebattalion conferenceroomtoreceivetheorder
of theday and acommendeation. “Futuresoldiers
of the 1% Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, Task
ForceFa con, canstrivetolead by your example,”
said Capt. Lucas Langdon, of Headquarters and
HeadquartersCompany 1-18Inf.Bn.

Inhonor of Ehlers’ achievements, awall of his
wartime memorabilia was dedicated to him and
theconferenceroomwasnamedin hishonor.

“Thegreatest honor | ever hadinrepresenting
thedivisionwaswhentheFrenchLiberationCer-
emony gave me the opportunity to give you the
speechof Normandy,” Ehlerssaid. “1 wanttocome
back for the 60™ (anniversary), and I’m hopingto
seedll of youthere”

U.S, Russa crosstrain 9-line MEDEVAC

Kamenica, inthe Russian sec-

By Staff Sgt. Keith Robinson
Staff writer

The desire to react quickly
i n

an emergency, provide ex-
cellent medical care and save
lives has no national bound-
aries.

In the interest of multi-na-
tional cooperation to ensure
the safety and security of the
people of Kosovo and KFOR,
Task Force Eagle’s 45" Medi-
cal Company helicopters
turned north toward the city of

tor, to conduct a nine-line
medical evacuation training
exercise May 25.

“Thepurpose of today’ sex-
erciseisto makesurethat the
Russian soldiersweretrained
on our medical evacuation
procedures,” said Capt.
Michael F. Breslin, com-
mander of the 45" Medical
Company.

The exercise started with
Sgt. Antonio Mercado, aflight

Sgt. Jon Jordan, TFMF, aids

See MEDEVAC, page 10 Russian soldier in MEDEVAC

training.

Staff Sgt. John Ciuranaand
Rocky, a 9-year-old Belgian
Malinais, search for contraband
on acargo truck during Operation
Iron FistV near thecity of
Urosevac.

KFOR MNB(E)
augmented by
MNB(C) for
coordinated
operations
Guardian East staff report

CAMP BONDSTEEL —
Forces from Multi-National
Brigade (East) and Multi-Na-
tional Brigade (Center) com-
pleted the final phase of Op-
erationlronFistV, Wednesday.

Thefive-day operation, con-
ducted entirely within the
boundaries of MNB(E), dem-
onstrated KFOR’ s ability to
conduct targeted, sustained op-
erations against threats to
safety and security in Kosovo.

Iron Fist V demonstrated
KFOR' sability tomoveforces
fromonebrigade’ sareato an-
other and quickly integrate
them into planned operations
against targeted sites.

Duringtheoperation, KFOR
confiscated numerous weap-
ons, ammunition and other
military equipment.

“lronFistV wasnot thefirst
time KFOR has used such tac-
tics,anditwill probably notbe
thelast,” saildMNB(E) spokes-
man Maj. Mark Ballesteros.

“Itwould bereasonableto
say that if KFOR has demon-
strated thisability once, it can
demonstrateit again.”
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er the coming weeks and
months, we, as soldiersand
peacekeepers, will be confronted
withmany chalenges Thesechal-
lengeswill rangefromtheroutine
day-to-day dutiesinour basecamps
tothecomplexmissionswewill ex-
ecuteasweconductoperationsboth
inddeand outsidetheMNB(E) sec-
tor. ThemissioninK osovowill test
ourmental andphysical skillsover
aprolonged period of time. Inan
efforttofocustheentirebrigadeon
what isimportant, our command
teamhasestablishedaset of rulesto
guideusduringourmissionherein
Kosovo.

Wecdll theseten ruleFARSfor
“Flat-AssRules” Thisnamemesns
that theserulesarethesimpleba-
sics; they arenon-negotiable; they
arethebuilding blocksfor our suc-
cessinK osovo. Whileyou' veseen
theserulespostedinprominentar-
essaround thebasecamps, indin-
ingfadilitiesandinhesdquarters this
isonly thebeginning. Inorder to
ad our understanding of what is
meantbytheserules, | will address
each rulein this column over the
next tenissues. | ask each of you
taketheserulesto heart; they will
keep us safeand help ensure mis-
sionsuccesshereinK osovo.

Thisweekwestartour explana-

Ralph R.Beam

MNB(E) Commander's Message

Commander establlshes rules to live by in MNB(E)

tionof FARswithafew wordsabout
DISCIPLINE, one of the corner-
stonesof our misson here. Disci-
plineispaying" systematic,willing
and purposeful attentiontotheper-
formanceof assignedtasks” Inother
words disciplinemeansensuringthet
your jobisdoneright, every time,
evenwhen no oneiswatching. It
means that we as soldiers are ex-
pected —by our chain of command
and by our fellow soldiers—todo
what is right even under the most
harsh conditions, intheheet of the
hottest day, whenwearetired, hun-
gry,frustrated, orevenbeingshotat.

Disciplineseparatesagrest mili-
tary unitfromthosewhoonlyweara
uniform. Hitory hasshownustime
andagainthat disciplineisthefoun-
dation for any successwehaveasan
Army, whetheritbehereinK osovo
oranywheredse.

Eachandevery oneof usknows
disciplined soldierswithinour unit.
Thesearethesoldierswhoarriveat
workintheright uniform, withthe
rightknowledgeandtherightattitude
not toonly succeed, buttoexce in
completingeverymissonthetthey're
hended. Think aboutthesoldiersyou
know who epitomize discipline.
Thesesoldiersandleedersoptforthe
“harderright” ratherthanthe" easier
wrong” every mission, every day.

Brig. Gen.
Douglas E. Lute

Theyareexamplesfordl of us. Un-
fortunatdly, wemay dsoknow sol-
diersandunitswholack that same
discipline. Somerely onexcuses
toescapetheresponsibility of the
mission, work on a“punch-the-
clock” mentdity, takeshortcutsto
getthingsdonequicklyratherthan
tostandard, andknowingly puttheir
own needs over the needs of the
missionortheirfellowsoldiers.
Weall facethe choice of what
kind of soldier weamto beand
whatkindof unitwewanttobein.
Disciplinebeginswitheachof us

asindividuas.
Nowhereisthisdisciplinemore
importantthanhereinK osovo, where
themissionof KFORsoldierstomain-
tain safety and security hasaready
savedsomany lives.
OurmissionhereinKosovoisa
test of our discipline, requiring rou-
tindy highstandardsfor routineevents
likepatrolling, guarding,interacting
withthepeopleof Kosovo, tekingcare
of our equipment. Inmuchthesame
way thatwecantel if asoldier hasor
lacksdiscipline, socanthepeopleof
Kosovo. Having seen so many dif-
ferent soldiers over the past severa
years the people of Kosovo know
exadlywhatadistiplinedsoldierlooks
likeandtheywill respectthissol dier
andhisor herunit. Thatrespectisnot
onlythekeytoour continuedmission
success, but al sototheprotectionof
oursoldiers Weareoningpectionesch
day beforethepeopleof Kosovoand
toaggnificantextent our passngtheir
inspectionof our disciplineiskey to
our sustainingasafeand secureenvi-
ronment. No troublemaker wantsto
messwithadisciplined Army unit.
Kosovoisasoalesdershiplabora:
tory forourjuniorleedersandsoldiers.
Our decentralized operationsfocused
onsquadsand platoonsprovidethese
leederswiththeopportunity toexecute
missionsinanearly autonomousen-

MNB(E) Command Sergeant Major's Message
Taking pride in uniform starts with strong NCOs

very morningas| walk
ound the command and
watchyoungsoldiers. What |
seetellsmealot about the
noncommissionedofficerswho
areresponsiblefor theseyoung
troops.

Themgjority of what | see
makesmeproud to bethe
Command Sergeant Mgjor for
MNB(E).

| seesoldierswel | dressed,
groomed, lookingsharpand
ready for their workday.
When | seeasoldier come
through the door ungroomed,
with awrinkled uniformand

unshined boots, it tellsmethat
an NCO failed to do aproper
inspection.

A soldier dressed inthis
manner isapoor reflection of
theNCO, theunit and, ulti-
mately, the command.

| have stopped soldiersand
made on-the-spot corrections.

Now | would liketo ad-
dressmy NCOs: Youneedto
properly inspect your soldiers
onaregular basis.

FM 22-5 should be your
starting point. Holdyour
soldiersto standard by con-

ductingin-ranks, in-quarters
andhygieneinspectionsregu-
larly. Donot assumethat your
soldiersaresquaredaway.
Remember that during a
deployment the most important
inspectionisfor sensitiveitems
(weapons, ammo, KFOR
badge, mask, etc.)
Conductinganinspectionis
anart formthat can belearned
only throughpractice.
Everyinspectionisan
opportunity foranNCOto
instillwithinasoldieran
gppreciation of thetraditionand
prideinherentintheuniform.

vironment. Oneverymisson, jurn-
iorleedersmust display thedisci-
plineand mental focusnecessary
toensurepeaceinthisprovince.
They mugtingtill that samedisci-
plineintheir soldierstoensurethat
every mission, no matter the de-
greeof supervison,isdonetostan-
dard,inaneven-handed manner.
Aswithmany operationd en-
vironments, thesecurity dimateof
K osovo—athoughquiettoday—
canchangeovernight. Ittakesdis-
ciplinedsoldiers whomaintaina
hedlthy respect for potentia dan-
gers, to stay focused on our mis-
sonanddert topotentia security

Althoughtheurgefor compla-
cency will be powerful as our
months here pass by, the disci-
plinedsmall unitsmadeupof dis-
ciplinedsoldierswill excel.

All 7000soldiersinthisbrigade
—beginningwithmeastheCom-
mander andincluding every pri-
vate— must riseto this profes-
sond chdllengeand showcaseour
discipline. Our nationsand our
unitsexpect nothingless.

Discipline is what separates

eat soldiersfromall therestand
disciplineiswhatwill ultimatel
makeour missonhereinKosovo
successful.

Aninspectionisn’tjustan
opportunity findwhatis
wrong but alsoachanceto
findwhat isright.

Y ou canread FM 22-5and
walk your soldiersthroughan
inspection. But, if youdonot
practiceinspectionsona
regular basis, youwill not
master theart, and your
soldierswill becomecompla-
cent.

Thisisachallengetoall
NCOs: Inspect your soldiers—
makesureevery soldier you
sendoutisoneyou canbe
proud of.

MNB (E) and Task ForceFalcon

Commanding General
Brig. Gen. DouglasE. Lute

Public Affairs Officer
Maj. Mark Ballesteros

302nd
Mobile
PublicAffairs
Detachment

Spc. Sandra Mercado

Webmaster/Broadcast Journalist
Pfc. LisaForbes

Senior Print Journalist
Staff Sgt. Keith Robinson

Senior Broadcast Journalist
Sgt. Keren Olson

Camp Monteith Public Affairs
NCO

Sgt. JamesBlaine

MediaOperationsNCO
Sgt. Lovedy Zie

AdministrativeSpeciaist
Pfc.Brandon Guevara
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battle ‘rattle

Whose photo doyou carry in your wallet?

Sgt. Christopher J. Holman

Satellite communications operator/maintainer
578th Signal Co.

PonesBase Camp

My beautiful wife.

Spc. Sang Ban Nguyen

Network systems switchboard operator
Co. A, 121st Signal Bn.

Camp Bondsteel

My brother Dustin.
It'sbeentwoyearssincel'veseen him.

Spc. EddieHasan
Humvee driver
HHC, 1-26 Inf. Bn.
Camp Monteith

My wifePaz and .
daughtersDejaand Imari.

Sgt. Brian Johnson
Health care specialist
HHC, 1-26 Inf. Bn.
Camp Monteith

A pictureof my wifeand kidsbe-
causemy children arethecor eof
mylife.

Spc. EricMcCantis
Health care specialist
HHC, 1-26 Inf. Bn.
Camp Monteith

My wifeand my niecesand nephews.

Pfc.LonnieAllen
Team leader

Co. C, 1-18Inf. Bn.
Camp Magrath

Mygirlfriend, Angie.
I haven’t seen her sinceApril.

From the newsroom

What thisyear’s birthday
cdebration meanstooldiers

For 227 yearsnow, Soldiershave defended freedom. )

Andagantoday, Soldiersarefighting on behalf of the American peopleaswe
prosecutethewar onterrorism. So aswecelebrate our Army’ sBirthday and reflect
onour greatingtitution, asimpletruth arises: thereisnogreater professionthanthe
Professionof Arms, andnogreater jobthan ours—servingonpointforour Nation.

'I'Ir:jankstoAmeri can Soldiers, freedom'’ slight shinesasabeacon throughout the
world.

TheArmy hascourageously fought our country’ swarsand served honorabl?; in
peacefor over twoand aquarter centuries. Wecanall bejustifiably proud of The
Army’ sachievements—adistinguished history of servicetotheNation.

Fromour victoriesinthe American Revol utionthroughthetrial of our Civil
War, fromthetrenchesof World War | tothebeachesof Normandy and theisland
battlesin the Pecific of World War 11, from the frozen mountains of Koreato the
sweltering paddies of Vietnam, from Grenadaand Panamato the sandsof Kuwait
and Irag, and now ontheplainsandinthemountainsof Afghanistan, Soldiers
havemarched at the van of democracy and the cause of liberty.

Andthroughout that history of service, thekey to The Army’ ssuccessisour
flexibility and willingnessto e, tomeet theworld asitis—without dterin
the corecompetenciesthat make The Army is thebest fighting forceintheworld.

You arethebest Armyintheworld.

Asweforgeahead to gainirreversiblemomentumin our transformation, you
will continueto berespected by allies, feared by our enemies, and honored and
esteemed by the American people.

Y our courage, dedicationtoduty and selflessservicetotheNationarethe
hallmarksof the Soldiersof theUnited StatesArmy.

Wewill never beabletotell you enough how very proud weareof you, how
everyonewe meet offerstheir thanksfor what you do and their prayersfor your
safety andwell-being. Sowearehonoredtojoi nﬁ/ou incelebratingthebirthday of
themost powerful land forcetheworld hasever known.

Thank youfor your service, for your sacrifices, andfor your abiding devotionto
something greater than self.

God blesseach and every one of you and your families, God bless our magnifi-
cent Army, and God blessAmerica

Bollidet s ade
EricK. Shinseki Thomas E. White
General, United StatesArmy  Secretary of the Army
Chief of Staff

For moreinformation go to http:/mvw.army.mil/birthday227

Images of
our Army at
work:
‘Kosovo
Peacekeeper
1999

by Master
Sqt.
Henrietta
Snowden

Do you have astory or photo ideafor
Guardian East?If so, please giveusacall at
DSN 781-5200
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Name:
Roger A. Minyard 111

Age: 23
Rank: Spc.

MOS: 12B,
combat engineer

Unit: HHC,
9th Engineer Bn.

Stationed at:
Camp Bondsteel

Your rolein MNB
(E): AssistantBrigade
Engineer Section,
MNB(E)

What city do you call
home?
Schweinfurt, Germany

What are you good
at? Computers,
soccer, hockey

What do you like to
do when you ar e off
duty?

| talk to family and
friends on the com-
puter.

Your favorite food:
Anything not Ameri-
can

Your favorite TV
show: “CSI”

Why did you join the

Neghborhood delivery draws crowd

By Pfc. Kate Mclsaac
Staff writer

embers of the 443" Civil
AffarsBataiondelivered
10 boxes of donated books, au-
diotapesand suppliestoadown-
townUrosevaclibrary May 15.
Asthe Humveepulled upin
frontof theyellowandredbrick
building, childrensurroundedthe
vehicle, blocking the pathway.
The soldiers squeezed between
thechildren and thevehicleand
started to unload thecontents.
Thebooks, donated by librar-
iesin Germany, will be housed
intheonly library intown, where
everyone is welcome to read,
learn and feel safe, said ljaz
Zubopotoku, library director.
“Itdoesn’ tget any better than
this,” ssidMgj. DeanRondeau, a
team leader in the detachment.
Thedelivery will provideev-
eryvisitor tothelibrary witheven
moreexposuretotheEnglishlan-
guage. Rondeau said hebelieves
thisexposurewill provetobein-
strumental in breaking down
some of the barriers between

Spc. Kristi Toczylowski (left) and Maj. Dean Rondeau, both with the 443rd Civil AffairsBattalion, deliver 10
boxes of English booksto an Urosevac library May 15. The bookswere donated by librariesin Germany.

ethnicities.

English can become a com-
mon language that ethnic Serb
andethnic Albanianchildrencan
useto bypass some of theexist-
ing barriers, Rondeau said.

Thebuildingwasteemingwith
childrenand adultsontheday of
thedelivery. Children standing
outsidethelibrary helpedthesol-
dierscarry inthebooksbeforethe
director took amoment to thank
the soldiers.

Blue Spaders
perfect skills

By Spe. Patrick Rodriguez
Staff writer

CAMPMONTEITH— Four
medicsmovedquicklywithan
‘injured’ soldier onastretcher
toawaiting UH-60 Medevac
helicopter.

Nearby, adozeninfantry sol-
dierssmulated “quick-firing”
theirwegponsontherun. Itwas
justanother trainingday around
Camp Monteith.

“It' sagregttraningenviron-
mentforus,” saidMg. Daniel
Griffin, operations officer for

1st Battalion, 26th Infantry
Regiment, known as Blue
Spaders, referring to this de-
ployment.“Notonlyisitarea
world mission but also an op-
portunity toeducateouryoung
soldiersonthecorrectway to
executetheir missionsand do
Blue Spader exerciseshave
dsoinduded two Heedquarters
and Headquarters Company
platoonsconducting riot con-
trol andcivil disturbancetrain-
inginfull riotgear, andAlpha
Companyconductingair-inger-

“ Twelvethousand peoplewill
be reading these books,”
Zubopotoku said. “ These books
will bevery helpful for our read-
ers.

“Thenew generationwill ap-
preciatethesebooks.”

Onthesecondfloor, morethan
40 children gathered around the
soldiersandthedirector.

Zubopotoku finished by thank-
ingthe soldiersfor their efforts.

“I want tothank the American

people and KFOR for their gen-
erous contribution. God bless
America,” he said.

Rondeauand histeam— Staff
Sgt. David Pittari, Spc. Kristi
Toczylowski, Spc. Matthew
Adams and Spc. William
Vigue—havebeenpatrollingand
serving this community since
their arrival more than four
monthsago.

Members of Co.A, 1-26 Inf.Bn,, take cover astwo UH-60 Black Hawk

helicoptersleaveabhilltoplanding zoneduringatrainingexercise.

tiontraining.
Griffindsostatedthatintegrat-
ing general support assets into
routinemissionsand patrolses-
tablishesare aionshipthatalows
the Blue Spaders to work more

efficiently duringnon-routine
Situations.
“Thesoldiersandleadersat
the company leve are off and
running with thistraining and
doinggreatthings,” Griffinsaid.

Child’s play

Left: Lt. Michael Jurick, a platoon leader in 1st Battalion, 26th

I nfantry Regiment, makesfriendswith thechildren of Ugljare
during arecent medical civilian assistance program. Below: Capt.
Daniel Middlebrooks, chaplain for Task Force 1-26 I nfantry,
wavesin front of the hospital in Ugljarewith children who
participatedin theMEDCAP.
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University of Maryland classes are already under way,
but soldiers can still sign up for seminar classes. New semi-
narsareadded to the schedul ethroughout theterm.

Seminar classes are worth one credit hour and run for 16
hoursonvarioustopics. Thenexttermwill runAug. 19through
Oct. 11; theBondsteel Education Center will beginissuingthe
tuition assistanceformson July 22. (Deployed soldiersinthe
Active Component receive 100 percent tuition assistance.)

City Colleges of Chicago has ongoing enrollment for
its self-paced independent study courses.

University of Oklahomaisofferingagraduate-level class
Aug. 11-16. ThecourseisHR 5110: Human Relationsin the
Workplace. Thedeadlinetoenroll isJuly 12.

Central TexasCollegeoffersthefollowing freeclasses
and services:

FAST classes. Thesecourses, designedtohelpsoldiersraise
their GT scores, are conducted throughout the rotation. The
focusisonmathand Englishskills.

ASEP classes. Also ongoing, these are NCO devel opment

Education opportunitiesavailable

coursesonawidevariety of topics, including counseling tech-
niques, writing NCOERs and time management. These are
worth one college credit with Central Texas College.

AlbanianHeadstart. ThisisanintroductiontoAlbanianlan-
guageand culture.

Theeducation center also hasan extensivetesting pro-
gram that includes all Army Personnel Testing exams and
CLEP and DANT ESstandardized tests.

For further information and updated schedules, soldierscan
lookinPublicFoldersontheglobal e-mail systemunder “ Edu-
cation Center” or visit one of the education centers:

Camp Bondsteel —Building 2216 in Southtown, DSN 781-
3188. Hours: 7am. to 7 p.m. every day.

Camp Magrath—Building 400, DSN 781-4522. Hours: 9
am. to 9 p.m. every day. (The Camp Magrath center also pro-
videsservicesto KFOR soldiersat Vrbovac, Mogila, Klokot
and Zitinje.)

CampMonteith—McGraw Building, DSN 781-7403. Hours:
7 am.to7 p.m. every day.

Camp Able Sentry: DSN 783-1325. Open7am.to 7 p.m.

every day.

By Spc. Patrick Rodriguez
Staff writer

r R

suit of peace are often dif-
ferent sidesof thesamecoin. For
227 years, sincethe Army’ sfor-
mation on June 14, 1775,
servicemembers have defended
freedomby answeringthecall to
arms.

From the American Revolu-
tion, avictory that established
our nation; to the Civil War, a
victorythat preservedour nation;
tothecurrent War on Terrorism
against a defeated ideology
claimed by nonation, theArmy
has been aninstrument of libera-
tion and not of conquest.

Recently, this point was

he pursuit of war and the
ol

Commentary
D-Day: the heart of our Army’shistory

made clear in remarks com-
memorating D-Day. “Inpaying
tribute to those who fought for
freedomin1944 andinfighting
terrorismtoday, wearerejecting
fanaticism, theexclusionof oth-
ers, racism and xenophobia. ...
We will do it in memory of
them,” said French President
Jacques Chirac at a Memorial
Dayworshipserviceattendedby
President Bushin Sainte-Mere-
Eglise, France.

In celebrating the Army’s
birthday,youarepayingtribute
to“them,” the1st Infantry Divi-
sion, one of three Americanin-
fantry divisionsthat fought ona
sandy stretch of Normandy
beach. Youarealsogivingrec-
ognition to yourself as both a
successor and a protector of

peace.

On D-Day, the 1st Infantry
Division's objective was
codenamed” Omaha.” Itandthe
other objectives at Normandy
weresopivotal intheir capture
andsoprofoundly gargantuanin
their undertaking that Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower, supreme
Allied commander, said of the
operation, “failureisnot an op-
tion.”

Omahawasthelargest of the
beachesand wascovered by the
352nd, the best German coast
division. ThelstID'sinitial goa
was to capture the villages of
Vierville, Saint-Laurent and
Collevillealongthecoastline.

Toreachthebeach, the divi-
sion would have to make it
throughunderwater blockades

laden with mines and, once on
shore, traverse 300 feet in the
open under withering crossfire
from German bunkers. Once
clear of theopensand, a10-foot-
highseawall backedthewestern
third of Omahabeach, and cliffs
100to 170feet high overlooked
thewholebeach.

By mid-morning the assault
had halted at the water’ s edge,
prompting Col. George Taylor,
commander of the 16th Infantry
Regiment, totell hismen: “Two
kinds of people are staying on
thisbeach—the dead and those
whoaregoingtodie! Nowlet's
getthehell out of here!”

Attheend of theday, theem-
battled 1st ID soldiers had

SeeD-DAY page 15

]fSt Battglon, 18"
Infantry Regiment

First Battalion, 18" Infantry
Regiment, makes up the core of
Task Force 1-18 Infantry, based
at Camp Magrath.

Fifty-two battle streamers
have been awarded to 1-18 Inf.
Bn.

Thebattalionwasconstituted
on May 3,1861, at Camp Tho-
mas, Ohio, and served in the
Civil War in the Army of the
West. The battalion fought
bravely at Murfreesborough,
Chickamauga, Chattanoogaand
Atlanta. Additional campaigns
included Mississippi, Kentucky,
Tennesseeand Georgia.

After the Civil War, the bat-
talion remained inthe West and
fought valiantly in the Indian

Wars of
Wyo-
ming, the
Dakotas
and Mon-
tana
The bat-
talion
next saw
servicein
the war
with
Spainand
in the
Philip-
pines, returning to the United
Statesin1905tobestationedat
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, un-
til 1907. From1907t01917, 1-
18 Inf. Bn. served along the
Mexican border.

OnJune14, 1917, thebattal -
ionachievedthreehistoricfirsts:

It wasthe
first
American
unit  to
plant its
colors on
French
soil, the
first to
capture a
German
prisoner
and the
firsttoin-
flict casu-
atiesontheenemy. Thebattal-
ion fought bravely at
Montdidler-Noyon, Aisne-
Marne, St. Mihiel, Meuse-
Argonne, LorraineandPicardy.

The 18" Infantry Regi-
ment returned to the United
Statesand was stationed at Fort

Hamilton, N.Y ., until 1941. In
early 1941, theregiment moved
to Fort Devens, Mass. By Aug.
7,1942,1-18Inf.Bn.wasonthe
high seasboundfor Scotlandin
preparation for the invasion of
North Africa. During the cam-
paign, thebattalionswept across
North Africaand united Sicily.
The battalion then returned to
Englandin November 1943 to
preparefor theNormandy inva-
sion.

At10am.onJune6, 1944 —
D-Day — 1-18 Inf. Bn. partici-
patedintheNormandy landing.
By September, thebattalion had
fought through Franceand Bel-
giumandinto Germany. By the
end of thewar, the battalion had
reached Czechoslovakia

Ninesoldiersof thebattalion

See1-18 page 10

Name: JacobMullins
Age: 24
Rank: Spc.

MOS: 63J, quartermaster
and ehemical equipment
repairer

Unit:
HHC,
1-26Infantry Battalion

Stationed at:
Camp Monteith

Your duty position:
Lightwheyepedvehicle
mechanic

Your rolein MNB (E):
Toensurethesafety and
deployability of all
Humveesand 5-ton
trucks

What city do you call
home?Lorain,Ohio

What areyou good at?
Fixingtrucksand PT

What doyou liketo do
when you are off duty?
Read, play video games,
watch TV andgotothe

gym

Favorite Food:
Ribsandsteak

Your favorite TV show:
“That * 70s Show”

Thelast book you read:
“Taltos’

Why did you join the
Army? For abetter life
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Name:
Emmanouil Basilkis

Age: 22
Rank: Sgt.
MOS:  Tank driver

Unit: 501st Mechanized
Battalion (Greece)

Stationed at:
Rigas Feraois

Your duty position:
Guard

What statedoyou call
home?
Chora-Naxos, Greece

What areyou good at?
Playing pop musiconmy
guitar.

What doyou liketodo
when you are off duty?
Watch TV andlistento
music.

Your favorite TV show:
Everything, nothing
special.

What isthelast book
you read? | can'tre-
member.

Why did you join the
Army?

Top UK. nurse
VIStSTFM F

By Staff Sgt. Keith Robinson
Staff writer

OnMay 21, whileBrig. Gen.
DouglasE. Lutewas assuming
command of KFOR Multi-Na-
tiona Brigade(East), membersof
Task ForceMedical Falconwere
conductingtheirownpassandre-
view asthe United Kingdom’s
Roya Army director of army
nursing services, Col. Kathy
George, paid a visit to Camp
Bondsteel.

“The purpose of my visitis
toseeall of my personnel (Royal
Army andNavy nurses),” George
said,“whichincludesthenurses
and health care assistants that
work inthe hospital.”

What George found was a
close-knit group of health care
professional swhohaveblended
their skillsandtalentstoprovide
high-quality servicesin afield
hospital. Task ForceMedical Fal-
conistheonly fully integrated
task force, with 24 U.K.
servicemembersworkinginvari-
ousareasof thehospital.

“My soldiersareactiveinall
of what we call critical care ar-
eas,” Georgesaid. “They arein
the operating rooms, intensive
care, resourceandtriage.”

George, whoistheU K.’ stop-
ranking nurseand aveteranof 23
yearsintheRoyal Army, knows
that multinational effortsin the
hospitals can and do work in
placesliketheBalkans.

“I wastheU.K. representative
that went to Bosnia six years
ago,” Georgesaid.

“I wastheretolook at themul-
tinational setup with Dutchand
Canadians. That was the
Balkans firstmultinational clini-
cal hospital.”

George' svisit started witha
briefingfrommedica support of-
ficer and commander of theU.K.
contingent, Major LornaSutton,
and hospital chief nurse Maj.

Anton Philpot. Thebriefingwas
short, astheprimary purposeof
George' svisitwastoseethesol-
diersandtheir workingenviron-
ment.

Followingthebriefing, George
wasintroducedtothe TFMF hos-
pital commandant, Lt. Col. Den-
nis Driscoll, who accompanied
the colonel on her tour. George
wastakenthroughtheemergency
treatment area, the operating
rooms and the hospital’ s phar-

mecy.

“lwork closely with Lieuten-
ant Colonel Driscoll,” Sutton
said,“toassurethat theequipment
andthepersonnel (bothU.S. and
U.K.) runaswell aspossible.”

Both Driscoll’ sand Sutton’s
jobs are made easier by the fact
that theU.S. and U.K. militaries
aresending doctors, nurses, and
clinicianstoKosovowhoareup
todateonthelatest medical pro-
cedures.

“We have extremely well-
qualified and competent staff,”
Sutton said, “and Lieutenant
Colonel Driscoll iskeento pro-
motetheU.S.andU.K. relation-
ship”
During her tour of the hospi-
tal, George encountered Sgt.
Clare Johnson, anine-year vet-
eran of the U.K. aamy, who en-

Maj. Lubomyr Domashevsky, an emergency room doctor at Task Force
Medical Falcon, conductsmedical sustainment training for U.K. and
U.S. medicsand nurses. Thesimulated patientis Staff Sgt. Juan

Hickson, NCOIC of EMT.

thusiastically shared her experi-
enceworking intheemergency
medical treatment facility.

“Inthe EMT, we are respon-
siblefor caring for patientsthat
comethroughwith medical emer-
gencies,” said Johnson, who has
workedinmilitary hospitalsinthe
U.K. and Germany.

Johnson saidthe EMT unitis
capable of handling whatever
emergency they are faced with
despitethedifferencesthat might
existinmedical practices.

Inaddition, after workinginan
EMT for the first time, Johnson
saidsheconsidersitalearning ex-
perienceworking with the U.S.
soldiersonthisdeployment.

“Alotof themedical practices

Medical sustainment trainingisconducted six daysaweek for U.K. and U.S. soldiersat TFMF. Maj. Lubomyr
Domashevsky, assisted by Sgt. Clare Johnson, works on simulated patient Staff Sgt. Juan Hickson.

aredifferent from theway we do
it in the U.K.,” said Johnson.
“Now | know how to administer
emergency trestmentandwhat to
do for apatient before releasing
them from the emergency room.”

The skills of both U.K. and
U.S. soldiers working a TFMF
arehoned onaregular basisdur-
ingmandatorytraining.

“The daily medical sustain-
menttrainingwasinitiated under
TFMF commander Col. Jeffrey
Clark,” said Maj. Lubomyr
Domashevsky, a doctor in the
EMT.

“It allows basic training in
traumaand medical emergencies
that we might see in the emer-
gency room.”

George missed the brigade
transfer of authority ceremony, but
shesaid sheknowsthat her time
atthehospital waswell spent, and
that multinational presenceinthe
medical fieldbenefitsall soldiers
sarvinginthisarea

“A multinational hospital
givesusabreadth of experience
and the best standards if we fol-
low theproceduresof thenation-
ality withthe expertiseinapar-
ticular medical field,” shesaid.

Georgehadfavorablereviews
for the U.K. and U.S. personnel
workingin TFMF.

“Therearethingstobelearned
onbothsides,” Georgesaid. “But
what I've seen here today is a
moveintherightdirection.”
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AM/FM radio causes
mail bomb scare — again

By Spc. JasmineChopra
Staff writer

CAMPBONDSTEEL —Mail
clerk Pfc. John Malfuso knew
what to do when a12-inch-by-
9-inch-by-3-inch vibrating pack-

agearrived at the Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 2™
Brigade, mailroom on June 3.
“| reported the suspicious
package to my NCOIC (non-
commissioned officerincharge)
and first sergeant,” Malfuso

said.“Thenl called EOD (explo-
siveordnancedisposal) andthe
MPs(military police).”

Within 10 minutes of
Malfuso'scall, soldiersfromthe
737" EOD Company arrived.
Soldiersof the230"MPCo. ar-
rivedsoonafter.

Evacuation of the mailroom
and partia evacuation of thesur-
rounding areafollowed.

Dressed in protective gear,
Staff Sgt. Erik Blanchard, Spc.
Mark J. White and Pfc. Joseph
Brunette, dl of the 737", usedan
X-ray deviceto check for explo-
sives. Noneweredetected.

They opened the package
from aremote siteusing ahook
andline.

The causefor darm turned out
tobenothingmorethanasmall,
battery-operated AM/FM radio.
Theradio had switched on dur-
ing shipping, causing the pack-
agetovibrate.

It wasthesecond timein four
weeksthat an AM/FM radiowas
thereason for an EOD investi-
gation.

“Remove batteries from de-
vices prior to shipping,”
Blanchard suggested.

The package discovered June
3turnedouttobesafe, but EOD
personnel still havearisky job,
Brunettesaid.

“There needs to be people
willingtodothisjob, willingto
risk their livesto save others,”
he said.

Left: Staff Sgt. Erik Blanchard, an explosive ordnance disposal team
leader with the 737th EOD Company, wearsa special suit to protect him
against possible bomb debris. Above: Spc. Mark J. White, also of 737th,
examinesan X-ray of thecontentsfromthesuspiciouspackage.

Photo contest winner: sg.Jewe Brown, HHC, MNB(E)

the Gospel Service.

(Theme: MNB(E) at work)
First Sgt. Frank Thomas, left, of HHC, 9th Engineer Bn., baptizes Spc. NicholasPullen, a Military
Policeman, Sunday at the Northside Chapel on Camp Bondsteel. Thomas, an ordained minister, servesas
denominational serviceleader for thegospel serviceat Camp Bondsteel .was sel ected to serve asa Pastor of

hink you can do
bétter?
Y oumay beright!
TheGuardian East staff in-
vites every member of
MNB(E) to participatein a
semimonthly photo contest.
The prize is the satisfac-
tion of seeing your work in
print—and knowing you're
the best! (Winning photos
asowill bedisplayedinthe
MNB(E) tactical operations
center.)

Eachissue’ scontest will
focus on a different kind of
photo.

Focusfor theJuly lissue
(deadlineJune22): Off duty
—soldiersandcivilianwork-
ersenjoyingtheir downtime.

Focus for the July 15 is-
sue (deadline July 5):
K osovo —photosthat portray
life‘ outsidethewire.’

Digital images in any
common file format (*.jpg,
* gif, *.tif,* .bmp, * .psd, etc.)
will beconsidered. Sendim-
age files as e-mail attach-
ments (one per message) to
senior editor Staff Sgt. Keith
Robinsonat guardianeast@
bondsteel 2.areur.army.mil .

Name: Alvin Prado

Age: 27
Rank: Sgt.

MOS: 31R, network
system switchboard
operator

Unit: Co. A,
121st Signal Battalion

Stationed at: Klokot

Your duty position:
Team chief

What city do you call
home?
San Diego, Calif.

What are you good
at? Volleyball and
billiards

What do you like to
do when you are off
duty? Play cards, shoot
pool and play ping-
pong.

Your favoritemusical
artist: Ozzy Osbourne

Your favorite TV
show: “Martin”

L ast book you read:
FM 22-100
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Topleft: TheRussian
church in downtown Sofia,
as seen from therooftop of
The Stair, a restaurant on

Tsar Osvoboditel Street.
Aboveright: Sgt. 1st Class
Manuel Ortiz, NCOI C of
the TOC at Camp
Bondsteel,enjoyedsome
Brazilian cuisineat the
popular dinner house Rio.
Right: Pfc. Lauren Penley
and Pfc. Amber Bushnell,
both with Task Force
Medical Falcon’s557th
Medical Company, also
enjoyed dinner at Rio.
Above: Pfc. Danny
Mesidort, Pfc. Troy Chatlin,
Pfc. Loyd Barton and Pfc.
Mark Jones, both of Co. A,
15th Military Intelligence
Bn., inspect their pagers.
Duringthe FMPP, soldiers
areissued pagersto help
maintain accountability and

sfety.

Photosandstory by Pfc. Kate
Staff writer

e Fighter Managemer

I soldiersalittle break -

turnedouttobetwobro
of bruises.

Spc. JudAlbretsand Pfc. R
quartersand HeedquartersCon
ment, foundmorethanrestaur:
town Sofia, Bulgaria They al:
rightinthemiddleof thecity.

Fortunately, stackingthet
cause any permanent damage
adventure: theinaugural FMF

Theprogramservesasami
of Bulgaria, said Sgt. 1st Class
officerinchargeof theFMPP.

Thefour-day tripsoccur tw
day through Thursday; thesecc
buses begin picking up soldi
continueto Camp Magrath an
briefingintheCampBondstee
clotheswithKevlarhelmetsan
continuetoCampAbleSentry
Macedonia, thelastcollection

After spending two hours:
wardedwithboxedlunchesa
remaininprotectivegear withr
border, wherethelocal police
their protectiveattire.

Fromtheborder, thedriveto
tainregionsandquainttowns
diersenjoyalongnapduringtt

Arrival atHotel Rodinain¢

“| sweer | thought wewou
Bushnell, amedicin 557thM
Medical Falcon.

Butarriveshedid, alongwit
ingintheprogram.

“Dobar den,” Darnell said. |
ded & him.

“Itmeans’ Goodday’ inBul
firstlessoninthelocal languac

Darnell thenwentthroughz
tions.Most sol diersseemedpl:
1, which prohibitsconsumpti
gaia

But Darnell wasquick topc
theinevitableresponsibility tc

Every FMPP participant i
contacted in caseof emergenc

“Ifyour pager goesoff,don
beingpaged, itmeansthereisst

A nighttimecurfewisineff
must Sgninbetween 10p.m.
oldiersarerequiredtostay ins

If they choosetostay upanc
tainment, itisuptotheirownd

Soldierspay $78tosharetw
soldierisrequiredtopay uponé
ineuros,dollarsandthelocal ¢
50cents.

Beforeleavingthecamps, s
their finance office. With acc
soldierscanwithdraw upto$e

Darnell suggestssoldiers s
levexchangerateisbetter tha

Pfc. Immy Kuhkle, amech
lery, said herecommends|leav

“| spent $500thefirstnight.

June 14.p65

6/22/2002, 3:09 PM



June 15, 2002

Page 9

Photosand story by Pfc. KateMcl saac
Staff writer

Fighter Management Pass Program isdesigned to give

I soldiersalittle break — but in the case of two soldiers, it

turnedoutto betwobrokengo-kartsandahedl thy collection

Spc. Jud Albretsand Pfc. Rickey Hoover, both scoutsin Head-
quartersand HeedquartersCompany, 1¢Battalion, 26" Infantry Regi-
ment, foundmorethanrestaurants, barsandentertainmentindown-
town Sofia, Bulgaria They asofound aquarter-milego-kart track
rightinthemiddleof thecity.

Fortunately, stacking thetwokartsontop of eachother didn’t
cause any permanent damage. It wasjust asmall part of alarger
adventure: theinaugural FM PPtripfor rotation4A.

Theprogram servesasamini-vacationin Sofia, thecapita city,
of Bulgaria, said Sgt. 1 ClassTommy Darnell, noncommissioned
officer inchargeof the FMPP.

Thefour-day tripsoccur twiceaweek. Thefirst rotationisMon-
day through Thursday; thesecondis Thursday through Sunday. The
buses begin picking up soldiersat Camp Monteith at 6 am. and
continueto Camp Magrath and then Camp Bondsted . After ashort
briefingintheCampBondsted Theeter, soldiers, dressedincivilian
clotheswithK evlar hd metsandbody armor boardthebuses, which
continuetoCampAbleSentryintheFormer Y ugodav Republicof
Macedonia, thelastcoll ectionpointfortheprogram.

After spending two hourson themorning bus, soldiersarere-
wardedwith boxedlunchesand aquick briefingat CAS. Soldiers
remaininprotectivegear withmilitary policeescortstotheFY ROM
border, wherethelocal policepick uptheescort and solidersshed
their protectivedttire.

Fromtheborder, thedriveto Sofiaisajourney throughlushmoun-
tainregionsand quaint townsteemingwithlocal flavor. Most sol-
diersenjoy alongnapduringtheseven-hourdrive.

Arrival at Hotel Rodinain Sofiaisawelcomeendtoalongjour-

“I swear | thought wewould never get here,” said Pfc. Amber
Bushnell, amedic in 557th Medical Company, part of Task Force
Medical Falcon.

Butarriveshedid, dongwith34other KFOR sol diersparticipat-
ingintheprogram.

“Dobar den,” Darndll said. L ooking confused, sol diersjust nod-
ded a him.

“Itmeans’ Goodday’ inBulgarian,” hesaid.“ Consider thatyour
firstlessonintheloca language.”

Darnell thenwent throughabriefingonFMPPrulesandregula-
tions. M ost sol diersseemed pleasedtol earnthat General Order No.
1, which prohibitsconsumption of alcohol, isnotinforcein Bul-

But Darnell wasquick to point out that with thisfreedom comes
theinevitableresponsibility toremainasoldier atall times.

Every FMPP participant isissued apager so heor shecanbe
contacted in caseof emergency.

“Ifyour pager goesoff,donctignoreit,” Darndl said.“ If youare
beingpaged, itmeansthereissomethingwrong. Y oumustrespond.”

AnighttimecurfewisineffectinBulgaria Everyoneonthetrip
must signin between 10 p.m. and 3am. every night. After 3am.,
soldiersarerequiredtostay insdethehotel.

If they chooseto stay upandenjoy someof theafter-hoursenter-
talnment, itisuptotheirowndiscretion, Darnell said.

Soldierspay $78to sharetwo-personroomsfor threedays. Each
soldierisrequiredtopay uponarrival, andthehotel acceptspayment
ineuros, dollarsandthel ocal currency,leva. Onelevisworthabout

Beforel eavingthecamps, sol diersshoul dwithdraw fundsthrough
their finance office. With acopy of theletter authorizing thetrip,
soldierscanwithdraw upto$500.

Darnell suggestssol diers shouldget dollarsbecausethedol lar-
levexchangerateisbetter thanitiswitheuros.

Pfc. Jmmy Kuhkle, amechanic with Task Force1-7 Feld Artil-
lery, said he recommends|eaving some money in theroom.

“I spent$500thefirstnight,” hesaid.“ Onwhat, | havenoidea.”

Above: a man and hisdomesticated bear wander the streetsof Sofia asking for donations. Soldiers arewarned nottogivemoneytobeggars.
Below: Pfc. JimmyKuhkle, amechanic with Task Force1-7 Field Artillery, Sgt. Jason Campbell, alsowith 1-7 FA. , afood server from
Flannigan’s|rish Pub and Sgt. 1st ClassManuel Ortiz enjoy some friendly company on thelast night of the FMPP.

On the top floor of the
hotel isanightclubcalled
the PR club, which offers
freebeertoK FORsoldiers.
But women there often
dupesoldiersintobuying
them drinks at up to $15
apiece. The cocktails are
nothing more than sugar
water withfood dye.

Other, smilarwarnings
comeduringthebriefing.

“Donotactlikeafool,”
Darnell said. Withthere-
strictiononalcohol lifted,
soldiershaveatendency to
forgethowtoact.

Inthepast, someof the

b T

more common incidents
withsoldiershaveincluded
drunk anddisorderly behavior andviolationsof theno-open-con-
tainerlaw.

Darnell saidthatif aU.S. soldier isdetained, thelocal police
will not releasethesol dier totheMPs.

“If you arearrested, you are at themercy of theloca justice
system,” hesaid.

Inadditiontoa cohol-related misconduct, Darnell warned sol-
diersagainstthesecond-mostcommonproblem: thepotential to
contractasexudly transmitted diseese.

Withtheformditiesout of theway, program participantswere
freeto receive room keys and pagers and head off into the city.
Mapsandinformation about placesand eventswereavailablein
theTactica OperationsCenter for anyonetotake.

Asasafety measure, soldiersarerequiredtostay within three
milesof thehotel. A mapclearly definingtheregionisdisplayedin
theTOC.

Withinthosethreemilesisplenty forak FORsol dier todo.

Historical toursof thecity areavailablethrough Tourist Service
Travel Agency in the hotel. For anomina fee, sometimesless
than$15, soldierscan get aguided bustour throughthemountains
andthedowntownhistorical hotspots. AnEnglish-speakinghis-
torianaccompaniesuptosix passengersonapersonal tourthrough
acity thatismorethan6,000yearsold.

“| was amazed a how much | learned about the history, the
culture,” said Sgt. 1st ClassManuel Ortiz, NCOICof theTOCat
CampBondsted.

“Learning about theriseandfall of communismherewasmost
interesting,” hesaid.

Tourists can enjoy any number of daytime entertainment ac-
tivitiesinthecity. Kuhkleand Sgt. Jason Campbell, alsoin TF 1-

7FA, foundalocal pool hall and arcadeto passthetimeonthe
second day.

“Thereisplentytodohere,” Campbell said.

Soldierscandsotekeadvantageof thecabsinthecity. Darnell
said soldiersshould use one of threetrusted companies. Most
driverswill providesol dierswithall-nighttransportationanda
citytour for around $20.

“It' slikehaving your own persond chauffeur,” Ortizsaid.

A largepart of thegpped of thecity isitsfood. Somerestau-
rantsthat received ravereviewsfromsoldierswereRio, atradi-
tional Brazilian fair with dancing and entertainment, and
Fannigan'’ sl rishPub, whichservedtraditional Bulgarianmedls
withsomelrishinfluence.

Thehotd offerssome pampering services, which somesol-
dierswereabletoindulgein. A full beauty sal on, of fering pedi-
cures, manicures, faciasand hair styling, isopenfrom9am. to
8p.m. daily. For anomind fee, Pfc. Lauren Penley of the 557"
Med. Co., TFMF, enjoyed apedicure on the second day of her
trip.

“| fell adleepbecausel wassorelaxed,” shesaid.

Massagesareoffered by thehotel aswell.

Onthesecondfloor, inasmall roomwith nothing but adesk
and amassagetable, soldierscan choosefrom Swedish, deep-
tissueandrel axationmassages.

“After the go-kart incident, | felt amassage wasin order,”
Albretssaid. At$15for ahal f-hour and$30for afull hour, itwas
wellworthit, hesaid.

Asthegroupboardedthebustoheadhome, therewasacon-
sensusamong participantsthat theFM PPwasasuccess.

Withsomuchtodoand see, Sofiaseemedtooffer something
for everyone.
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Name:
Vasileios Petropoul os

Age: 33
Rank: Master Sgt.
MOS: Driver

Stationed at:
Rigas, Feraios

Your duty position:
Driver

What city do you call
home? Lamia, Greece

What are you good
at? No comment

What do you like to
do when you are off
duty? Watch TV.

The last book you
read: | don'tliketo
read.

Your Favorite Food:
Musaka
(traditional Greek food)

Your favorite show:
Soccer

Why did you join the
Army? For the money
and to travel.

Question: What local cus-
toms and practices should
soldiersbeaware of?

Drita Perezic, cultural
adviser for KFOR Multi-
National Brigade(East), re-
sponds:

It is not odd to see girls
holding handsor guyswalk-
ing with their arms around
eachother’ sshoulders. This
doesnotindicatesexual per-
suasion; itisjustnormal for
them to be more physically
interactive with each other.
Youwill findthat whenalo-
cal shakes your hand, they
will hold your hand longer
and pull you closer that you
are used to. Sometimes the
men even kisseach other on
the cheek or seem to touch
cheeks as they greet each
other.

Wedding processionstend
to cause traffic jams. Local
weddingsarefull of traditions
and customs, including fetch-
ing thebride, whichcanin-
volveaconvoy of 100r more
vehiclesblastinglocal music,
withyounggirlsdangerously
hanging out of vehiclewin-

RFI

Request for

You ask it. We get it answered.

send us your question
guardianeast@bondsteel2.areur.army.mil.

dowsor sunroofs. sation. Itisnotthat _ LAter thatyear, shewasse-

Though most of the they donottrustyou lectedasprincipal linguist for
locals are very poor, aroundtheirwomen;  the Task Force Falcon com-
they are extremely itismore amatter of mander; she served in that

hospitable. They will
offer you candy or
drinks; they will even
invite you into their
homes as a matter of
custom. They know
thatthesoldiersdonottypically
enter people’ shomesfor social
calls, butthey will inviteyouin
anyway. Kosovo still remains
very muchamale-dominated so-
ciety. If youareamale soldier
onpatrol andyou start aconver-
sation with alocal female, the
local males will probably in-
volvethemselvesintheconver-

and staff on social issuesre-
lating to Balkans-specific cul-
ture, history, religion,
mindsets, norms, customsand
trendsastheyimpact opera-
tions. She is a native New
Yorker whosefamilyrootsare
intheBalkans.

InApril 1999, Perezicin-
terrupted her graduatestud-
iesininternational relations
toserveinAlbaniaduringthe
NATO bombing.

Information

capacity for fiverotations.
Perezic has conducted
training on the Balkanscul-

how the society is
structured. Men do
most of thetalking.

The U.S. sector tural environment duringthe
has multiple ethnic  past five KFORmissionre-
groups, butmainly K- hearsal exercises.

She was chosen as the
MNB(E) cultural adviser for
rotations 3B and 4A.

Shecontinuesto servethe
unitsof MNB(E), reinforcing
what waslearnedin pre-de-
ployment training and assess-
ing the need for moreinfor-
mationinorder toequipsol-
diersfor mission success.

AlbaniansandK-Serbs. Thetwo
languagesarenotthesame. Y our
linguist can teach you general
greetings, but do not be surprised
if thelocal scan speak someEn-
glish, German, Italian or other
languages.

—Perezicistheprincipal ad-
viser totheMNB(E) commander

MEDEVAC: Multi-national

cooperation can save lives

Continued from page 1
operationsspecialistforthe45
Med. Co., responding to acall
for medical assistance.

Hethenrelayed thelocation
and vitals of the patient to
Breslin, who put his medical
evacuation team intomotion

Bredinand Chief Warrant Of-
ficer Wade Ziegler, a
MEDEVAC pilot, plotted the
grid pointsand determined the
best route. Approximately 10
minutesafter Mercado took the
call, Ziegler' sflight crew wasin
theair.

After al5-minuteflight tothe
Russiansector, thelandingzone
wasinsight. A groupof Russian
soldiers waited on the ground
witha'patient’ onalitter who
had asimulated arminjury.

TheRussianshadbeguntrain-
inganhour andahalf beforethe
aircraft arrived. Capt. Kenneth
Koyle, medical plansofficerin
charge for Task Force Medica
Falcon, and a small group of
medicsstarted thetraining with
aclasson how to prepare apa-
tient for flight.

“The group that was on the
ground training the Russianshas
a thorough understanding of
what wedo,” Ziegler said, “sol
know they gavethe Russiansex-
cellent information.”

With the landing zone se-
cured, thehelicopter landed. Sgt.
Jon D. Jordan, aflight medicin
the45™ Med. Co., movedinto ac-
tion. Heapproached the* patient’
and, with the assistance of a
translator, started to assessthe
‘patient’s’ needs.

Even with the translator
present, Jordan had toimprovise
duringtheexercise. “Signlan-

guageworksfairlywell,” Jordan
said*“| pointed to different body
parts, and he (the Russian medic)
wasgivingthetranslator thein-
formation | needed.”

The language barrier is often
easy to overcomein medicine.

“A lot of what wedo isuni-
versal,” Jordan said. “There is
only one way to bandage a
wound, but wehad to cover ap-
proaching, |oadingandunl oad-
ingtheaircraft.”

TheRussiansoldierswereea
ger students, volunteering to be
litter-bearers, and asking many
questionsof theAmericanteach-
ers.

“They had alot of questions,”
saidJordan* especially aboutthe
equipment | carry with me.”

Observing the exercise was
Col. Sergey Zioza, commander of
theRussian 13" Tactical Group.
As the exercise continued, the
Russian commander asked many
questions, but heappearedtobe
pleased withthetraining.

“This was the first
MEDEVAC training (with
Americans) for our soldiers,”
Zioza said. “It was useful and
goodfor thefuture. Wewill take
the translation of the nine-line
MEDEV A Crequest back toour
soldiersfor further training.”

Russian medical personnel
fromthebase campin Kamenica
attended thetraining, asdidsome
Russian volunteers.

“Thiswasagood opportu-
nity to have training between
American and Russian medi-
cal personnel,” said Mgj. Olga
Kochneva, chief of medical
servicesfor the 13" TG. “Now
we can request a medical
evacuationif weneedit.”

1-18: History in the making
Continued from page5

won Medalsof Honor; eight won unit citationsfor valor.

After World War I1, the 18" Infantry Regiment was chosen to
serveontheHonor Guardfor theU.S. Army in Europe. Thebattal -
ionremainedinGermany until 1955. It wasinactivatedin Febru-
ary 1957, thenreactivatedin October 1963 aspart of the1st Infan-
try Division.

InJuly 1965, 1-18 wasorderedto Vietnamwiththe 1% Infantry
Division's 2" Brigade. Thebattaliontook part inthe Tet counter-
offensiveand 10 other campaignsand wasawarded theValorous
Unit Award for extraordinary heroisminaction.

Thebattalionreturnedto Fort Riley in April 1970toagainbe
inactivated. It wasreactivated July 13, 1989, aspart of Task Force
Striker, composed largely of unitsfromthe 197" Infantry Brigade
(Mechanized). On Aug. 31, 1990, Task Force Striker deployed
withthe24" Infantry Division asoneof thefirst heavy unitsinto
Saudi Arabiain Operation Desert Shield to deter Iragi aggression.
Inkeepingwith her tradition, 1-18 wasthefirst battalionto deploy
tothelragi border, thefirstto captureprisonersof war inthedivi-
sionsector, thefirsttomakeconfirmed contact withenemy ground
forcesduring combat patrolsacrossthelragi border, and oneof the
firstground unitstoenter theEuphratesRiver Valley.

On Feb. 24, 1991, Task Force Striker attacked as an integral
part of the 24" Infantry Division on Operation Desert Stormto cut
Iragi lines of communication in the Euphrates River Valley and
seal enemy forcesintheKuwait theater of operations.

First Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, ison its second de-
ployment to the Balkans and isthe only battalion that has been
deployedinall Balkan regionsfor peace support operations.

Thebattalion’smottois“ First to battle! Vanguards!”

M edal of Honor recipients
of the18thInfantry Regiment

“Aboveand beyondthecall of duty....”

Pvt. CarltonW. Barrett . Laurent-sur-Mer,France
Capt. BobbieE. Brown Crucifix Hill, Aachen, Germany

Staff Sgt. Arthur F.DeFanzo  Vaubadon, France
(Posthumous)

Staff Sgt. Walter D. Ehlers Goville, France

Pfc.GinoJ. Merli SarslaBrutere, Germany

Staff Sgt. George Peterson Eisern, Germany

(Posthumous)

Staff Sgt. Joseph E. Schaefer  Stolberg, Germany

Sgt. Max Thompson Haaren, Germany

1Lt.Walter JWill Eisern, Germany
(Posthumous)
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Retreat brings spirituality,
peace, break from routine

By Spc. Rebecca M. Grzyb
Staff writer

The first of five monthly
Spiritual and Leadership Re-
treats planned for KFOR 4A
soldierswasconducted June4,
courtesy of two Camp Monteith
chaplains.

Capt. Daniel Middlebrooks,
chaplain for Task Force 1-26
Infantry, and Capt. Clayton Gre-
gory, chaplainfor TF 1-77 Ar-
mor, devel opedtheretreat pro-
gram to teach soldiersthefour
principlesof |eadership—cour-
age, candor, competence and
commitment —through four re-
lated principlesof spirituality.

“Oneof thefirst principles
that weneedtounderstandisthe
law of process,” Middlebrooks
said. “ Processsaysthat |eader-
shipisdaily made, not madein
aday.

“Thesecond principleisthe
law of influence. Influenceis
something very powerful be-
cause it allows us to lean to-
gether asaunifiedforceinstead
of breaking usapart into differ-
ent pieces.”

Middlebrookssaidthethird
principleisthelaw of naviga-
tion.

“Anyone can steer the ship,
but it takes aleader to plot the
course,” hesaid.

Thefourth principleisthat of
solidground. “Trustisthefoun-
dation for any leadership,
whether military, family or spiri-
tual,” Middlebrookssaid.

Theretreatsinclude tripsto
Letnicia Church, Gracanica
Monastery and Kosovo Polje.
Theday endswithlunchat the
diningfacility and, timepermit-
ting, shoppingat Film City, the
siteof KFOR headquarters.

Letniciaisthehomeof Agnes
Bojaxhiu, also known as
Mother Teresa of Calcutta. It
wasin LetniciaChurchthat she
heardher“calling” togotothe
sisterhood in Calcutta, India,
andformtheMinistriesof Char-
ity. The ministries opened or-
phanagesfor childrenand aided
the poor and dying.

| T —— - |

Above: Master Sgt. Kevin Watson of HHC, 1-26 Inf. Bn., listensto Capt. Daniel Middlebrooks, chaplain for
Task Force 1-26 Inf., asheexplainsthe history of Letnicia church. Thechurch wasbuilt around 400 years
ago, and thecity isthe home of Agnes Bojaxhiu, later known asMother Teresa of Calcutta. Below: Gracanica
Monastery wasbuilt in the 14th century. Frescoeson itswallsdepict thelivesof Christ, saintsand martyrs.

Mother Teresaand her
work arecitedintheretreat
as examples of courage.

“1liked gettingout and
seeing the culture,” said
Staff Sgt. Gregory Parcell,
amember of Headquarters
and Headquarters Com-
pany, 1% Battalion, 26" In-
fantry Regiment. “1 liked
thechurchesthebest. And
Letnicia was simple yet
beautiful.”

Gracanica Monastery
washuiltinthe 14" century
—intheshapeof acrosson
top of across.

On its walls are many
frescoes, now fading, that
depict the lives of saints,
martyrsand Christ.

ItwasSerbianKingMilutin's
commitment to his faith that
compelled him to build the
church and the monastery as
symbolsof strength and encour-
agement.

Kosovo Polje, representing
candor and competence, isthe
site of the battleground where
the Serbiansand Ottoman Turks
fought afamousbattlein 1389.
Tens of thousands of soldiers

died that day, and the

TurksruledinK osovofor

thenext 500 yearsasare-

sult. The battlefield is

knownasthe“Fieldof the

Black Birds,” and a
monument stands in

memory of theSerbswho

losttheirlivesthere.

“1t' samazing—all the
people that were killed
here,” said Master Sgt.
KevinA. Watson, amem-
ber of HHC, 1-26 Inf. Bn.

Middlebrooks and
Gregory saidthey liketo
instill leadershipthrough
spirituditytohelpsoldiers
becomebetter soldiers.

Soldiers interested in
theSpiritual and L eader-
ship Retreats can contact the
chaplainsattheCampMonteith
Chapel for more information at
781-7110, 781-7571 and 781-
7508, or contact Middlebrooks
at daniel.middlebrooks
@monteith2. areur.army.mil .

Volleyball masters

Camp Bondsteel’sMWR recently hosted a single-elimination,
three-on-threevolleyball tournament open to all soldiersand
civilianson Camp Bondsteel. Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Carr,
center, standswith the champions, theHeadhunters: fromleft,
Staff Sgt. Eric Carroll, Capt. Kevin Stoll, Spc. Robert Peredo
(team captain) and Staff Sgt. David Garcia. After only oneday
of practicetogether, theteamwasableto fend off all of its
challengers. TheHeadhunters defeated the tournament favorites
— theMulti-National Brigade (East) Fire Department team —
and moved on tothefinals, winning 10-15, 15-13 and 16-14.
TheHeadhuntersthen cruised through the championship game,
eliminating the 299" Logistics Task Forceteamin straight sets.

—Photoand information courtesy of Capt. Kevin Stoll

Name:
Christopher Padgett

Age: 27

Rank: Sgt.

MOS: 31R, multichan-
nel transmissions
system operator and
maintainer

Stationed at:
Camp Bondsteel

Your duty position:
OperationsNCO

What city do you call
home?
Alton, Fla.

What do you liketo do
when you are off duty?
Spend timewith my
family

Thelast book you
read: TheBible

Why did you join the
Army?
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Entertainment

Toby Keith ~ J®. ( No boundaries

Thesinger’ sfather, Hubert Covel, wasasoldier who
lost hisright eyein acombat training accident.
Keith said that his father was one of his

¢ greatest heroes.

“I never once heard him com-
plain about theaccident,” hesaid.

“Hewasapatriot. Hiswit, hisin-

dependence, hisoriginality, waswhat
givesme acreative edge.”

Covel flew theAmericanflagoutsidehis
homein Oklahomauntil acar crash ended his

lifeon March 24, 2001.

After the 1995 OklahomaCity bombing, Keith
participated in rescue efforts. Hereceived the South
OklahomaCity Native Son Award in January 2002
for that work and for hismusical achievements.

The Sept. 11 terrorist attacksfueled Keith’ shumani-

tarianismandhispatriotism. Hedecidedtotakehismusic
tothesoldiersandboost their morale.

TravelinginaCH-47 Chinook helicopter, Keith per-
formed at Camp Magrath, Fire Base Rock and CAS on

May 25, Camp Monteith May 26 and Camp Bondsteel
May 27. Thesinger said the Chinook flightswere* amaz-

ing.” FCo., 159" Aviation Bn. (“BigWindy") provided thecrew, whichincluded
FirstLt. Daniel P. Henzieand flight engineers Sgt. Charlton Pratt and Sgt. Aaron
Gebhardt, all stationedat Camp AbleSentry.

Keith continued hisBalkanstour with stopsin Bosnia.

“Y esterday | did threeshows, threebig meet-and-greets,” Keithsaid. “ Every-
they slammed into those buildings (Sept. 11), body at thecamp wassaying, ‘Man, youmust bedeadtired.” | toldthem, ' No, I get
sol wroteapowerful, angry song,” hesaid. togohomein1ldays.You retheonesthat havetostay.’ It'sheen aneat experi-

Keithand his Easy Money Band thrilled sol diersduring several Memorial Day ~ ence.” ) )
Weekend concertsin the Balkans. Thiswastheartists’ first concert seriesbrought to Themost unusual concert took placeat FireBaseRock, inthe Debelde sector,
soldiersby the USO and Armed Forces Entertainment —aconcert seriesmadeall the  Oneof themost isolated locationsin K osovo, wheresoldiersof C Co., 14Battal-
moretriumphant by theteamwork of local Morale, Welfare and Recreation personnd 100, 18" Infantry Regiment, aremaintaining pece.

By Spc. JasmineChopra
Staff writer

Tough guy Toby Keithisuncompromisingly
h o n -

est. Confusehimwithany other country mu-
s i c
star and it could get ugly. Theman, like
hismusic, pullsno punches.

Withhitsongslike*YouAin'tasMuch
Fun Sincel Quit Drinkin’ ” and, morere-
cently, “I"'mJust Talkin’ About Tonight”
and“| WannaTalk about Me,” Keithex-
udesano-bull attitudethat hashelpedthe
AmericanCountry MusicMaleVocalist
of theY ear 2001 winmillionsof loyal fans.

“You' vegottobehonestanddowhat’s
in here without candy-coating it,” Keith
saidwith hishand upon hisheart.

“Peopledon’t gravitatetoward phony.
They wantwhat’ sreal.”

Tohiscandor, add ahearty doseof fierce
patriotism. Toby Keithisan“angry Ameri-
can,” asillustrated by hisnew single* Cour-
tesy of theRed, Whiteand Blue” (subtitled
“The Angry American”), atrack from his
upcoming abum.

“I was mad —we were all mad —when

and soldiersof KFOR Multi-National Brigade (East). Usingtherampof theChinook asamakeshift stage, Keith, alongwithsongwriter
Applausein responseto“ The Angry American” madethefloorboards of stages ~ Scott Emerick and band members Rich Eckhardt and Dave McAfee, performed
tremble. unplugged’ atopalush, greenhill.

“A lotof Americansareserving all over theworld, holding up peace asbest they Spe. Nathan Kooliman, an infantrymanin C Co., 1-18 Inf. Bn., said he was
can,” Keithsaid.“ This(music) istheonly thing I’ vegot toservemy country. | can't ~ SUrprisedandthrilled by theband' svisit. T
driveatank or look throughnight vision gogglesandspotahot zoneor fly anF-18, . Weweren'tsureif Toby wasgoingtomakeit,” hesaid. *It'slikewe' reinvis-
but | know whenthemusicisright. That’ swhat | dobest.” ible up i’1ere. First we hegrd, Yeah he'll make it,’ thenwe hearq, Nohe's nqt

Inadditionto hiscountry musichits, K eith unl eashed rhythmand bl uesfrom his ggménf%r ;"b“t hereheis! | want totell himthat | really appreciate what heis
musical arsenal. Theband covered Bill Withers' “Ain’t No SunshineWhen She's ) - . . . .

Gone,” tothedelight of many soldiers—femalesin particular. Keithautographed acopy of hisCD “Pull My Chain” for Koolimanand others

“I want soldiersto know they are never forgotten,” Keith said.

SeeKeith page 13

Country music
star Toby Keith
participatesin
the reenlistment
ceremony of
infantryman
Staff Sgt.
Raymond
Long, a
member of Co.
C, 1-18Inf.
Bn., sationed
at FireBase
Rock.
Seestorypage
13
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Keith helps
soldiers reenlist

By Spc. Jasmine Chopra
Staff writer

Singer-songwriter Toby Keithdidn'tjust play mu-
sic when he toured the Balkans on Memorial Day
weekend. He also took timeto participatein reen-
listment ceremoniesfor two soldiersin KFORMulti-
National Brigade(East).

“| washonored both asafan and patriot, tohavea
man of his accomplishment participate in not just
my reenlistment ceremony but my final commitment
totheUnited StatesArmy,” said Staff Sgt. Raymond
Long, aninfantrymanin Co. C, 1¢ Battalion, 18"
Infantry Regiment, stationed at FireBase Rock.

Keith also participated in the reenlistment cer-
emony of Sgt. Jonathon Whiteof the101st Military
IntelligenceBattalion, stationed at Camp Bondsteel.

At Camp Monteith, Keith became an honorary
“Sted Tiger” tank commander courtesy of Task Force
1-77 Armor commander Lt. Col. Willian Hedges
and Command Sgt. Mg John W. Fortune.

At Camp Bondsteel, Keith, an avid bird hunter,
showed off hisexpert shooting skillson theweap-
ons simulator with Task Force Medical Falcon's
Command Sgt. Mgj. CraigLayton, 1 Sgt. Rudy R.
Delvalle and company commander Capt. Alex L.
Hayman.

Photos and
story by
Spc

Jasmine
Chopra

Top: Toby Keith learnshowto
driveatank from Sgt. Brent
Adamsof Task Force1-77 Armor,
stationed at Camp Monteith.
Above: Keith played a seriesof
Memorial Day weekend concerts
intheBalkans. Theramp of a
military helicopter wasthe stage
asKeith and friendssang
unplugged at FireBase Rock, a
remoteoperationsbasein

Keith: pushing t
Continued from page 12
at “TheRock.” At every concert,
crowdsof soldierslined upfor au-
tographsand pictureswith Keith.
“Thisconcert isareminder that
Americahasnot forgotten her sons
and daughtersservingin Kosovo,”
said Sgt. 1% Class Timothy Lamb
of the 529" Military PoliceCo.
Keithand friends received cer-
tificates of appreciation from com-
mandersat each campthey visited.
“Youaretruly patriotic,” said

Kosovo, whereMulti-National
Brigade (East) soldiersof Co. C, 1st
Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment,
arekeeping the peace.

Bottom left: Using theweapons
simulator, Keith demonstrates his
expert shooting skillsalong with
Task Force Medical Falcon
Command Sgt. Maj Craig Layton.
Bottom right: Keith hangsout in his
SEAhut at Camp Monteith.

he boundaries

MNB(E) commander Brig. Gen.
Douglas E. Lute. “You can be
anywhereyouwanttobeonMe-
morial Day, but you chooseto be
here, away from your families, to
showtroopsthat youcare.”
Keith reflected on his tour of
Kosovo. “| haveawholenew ap-
preciation for what you all do,”
hesaidof KFORsoldiers.
“Whatever you canimagineit
tobe, itis10timesgreater.”
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Name: Brian Kremer

Age: 2

Rank: 71L,administra-
tive speciaist

Unit: Headquarters,
MNB(E)

Stationed at:
Camp Bondsteel

Your duty position:
Combat technical engi-
neer

What isyour rolein
MNB(E)?
Primary operator

What city do you call
home?
Denver

What areyou good at?
Expert marksman and
baseball

What doyou liketodo
when you are off duty?
Relax

Y our favoritefood:
Chipotle

Your favorite TV show:
“Friends’

Thelast book you read:
“Study of Deviant Behav-

Firesafety
awareness quiz
winner
recognized
Courtesy of MNB(E) Fire
Department

OnMay 15, afiresafetycrossword
puzdewas sent to MNB(E) members
viathe Task Foroe Falcon Info e-mail
listand Guardian East. Within 12
hours therewere morethan 120
responses Angela Matera, office
manager for theTRW Balkans
Linguist Support Program, wasthe
winner. Sheisseen herewith Mike
Wels-Smith, Task Force Falcon
safety officer; John Bailey, fire
inspector; andMartin Davila, fire
chief. For her general fire safety
knowledgeand her prompt response,
shewon aNew York City Fire
Department T-shirt, donated by
Chaplain Servicesof Camp
Bondsted.

Fire prevention: alifetime commitment

Special to Guardian East
ByJohn Bailey, fireinspector
MNB(E) Fire Department

| can remember back when | was achild in
school — each year at the beginning of Octo-
ber, theteacherswould pinupall theseposters
talking about firesafety.

Sometimesafirefighter would comeintoour
class and talk about fire safety practices, like
how to stop, dropandroll anddial 911incase
of afire. Thiswas Fire Prevention Week. It
wasn'tuntil | joinedthefireservicethat | learned
the reason Fire Prevention Week isalwaysin
the beginning of October; it commemorates the Great Chicago
Fire, whichoccurredinOctober of 1871. Thefire, whosecauseis
the subject of severa legends, caused hundreds of deaths and
burned 18,000 buildings, destroying about one-third of thevalua-
tion of theentirecity.

During Fire Prevention Week, firedepartmentsall overtheU.S.
reach out to the public and talk about fire safety in the home, of -
fice, and outdoors.

ewspapersrun articles on fire safety, Smokey the Bear asks
foryour helpin preventing forest fires, and Sparky the FireDog

reminds usto be fire-safe.

Whiletheexposureand attentiontofiresafety
duringthat week isexceptional , asafirepreven-
tioneducator | wishitwerethat way al year.

Instead, theonly fire-relatedtopicsinthenews
aretragediesthat havehappened.

Fireprevention shouldbesomethingwethink
andtalk about all thetime. Eventhough oneof
theworst firesin history occurred in October,
firesknow no season, and they will start when
theopportunity exists.

Remember, fire safety isn’tjust for children,
and itisn’t for one month of the year; it's for
everyone, every day.

Here are afew fire safety tipsto keep in mind while you are
hereinMNB(E):

» Test smokedetectorsmonthly, according toindividual de-
tector requirements.

» Ensureexitsarenever blocked or locked

» Donot overload circuits. Ensuretheelectrical deviceinuse
doesnot exceed theamperagerating.

Keep exit routesand walkwaysfree of trash and clutter.

If you have any questionsabout this, or any fire safety topic,
contact your campfirestation, call DSN 781-4098 or B& R 1642,
or send e-mail tofiredept@bondsteel 2.areur.army.mil .

Tidbits
Marksmanship clinic offered weekly

Camp Bondsteel — Capt. Matthew Urbanic, com-
mander of HHC and Co. A, 299th Logistics Task
Force, is conducting marksmanship classes from 7
to 9 p.m. Tuesdays. Any soldier in need of practice is
welcome, but Urbanic said soldiers of 299th LTF will
get priority. Contact Urbanic for more information:
DSN 781-3497.

Taekwondo classes start at CBS

Taekwondo classes are now offered at the North
Gym on Camp Bondsteel from 7 to 8 p.m.Thursdays
and at the South Gym from 7 to 8 p.m. Sundays.

It is a mixture of martial arts. The main body of
the class is from the American Taekwondo Associa-
tion, and is taught by a first-degree black belt. The
other is tang soo do, taught by a second-degree
black belt. All are welcome.

For more information, send e-mail to Sgt. Richard
P it t m a n :

Memorial Day Run

WINNERS

19 and younger, male: Spc.
Jeffrey Crawford, HHC, 2nd
Bde, 40:34

20-29, male: Lt. Jason Birch,
SOCCE, 39:31

20-29, female: 1t Lt. Alison
Jones, TF 709th MP, 4655
30-39, male: Vanderuelde
(Belgium), 38:39

30-39, female: Capt. Veronica
Hansen, CJA, 54:03

40-45, male: Verwichte
(Belgium), 43:12

40-45, female: Sgt. ElsaEgstad,
304th PSYOPSCo., 1:09:48

I
Cpt. AlisaWilma, a veterinarian
with Task Force Medical
Falcon, wasoneof 164

participantsin the 10-kilometer
Memorial Day Run on May 27.

46 and older, male: Cordiez
(Belgium), 44:25
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Faith support

Protecting KFOR gates has far-reaching implications

Byc?t.Jeffrey_Burbank .
Task ForceMedical Falcon Chaplain
ate Guard. Admittedly, thisisoneof theleast glamorousjobs
inMNB(E). Notonly doour dutiful gatesoldiershavetomain-
tainasharpsituational awarenessand akeeneyetoward thosecom-
ingin, butthey must alsoremainvigilant onwhat’' shappening out-
sidethewireduringtheslow timesat all our MNB(E) camps. The
number of different colored badges, vehicles, and weaponscleared
can becomeablur inthemind of asoldier who standsguard at the
gatesday after day.

TheBibletalksalot about gatesand what they meant tothecities
of old. Thegatesand gatewaysof eastern citieSheld and still hold
animportant part, not only inthedefenseof thecity butinthepublic
economy aswell. Thestatusof thegaterepresentsthewealth and
power of thecity itself.

Important eventsinthelifeof acity took placeat themain gates.
First, they wereaplacewherel and wasbought and sold, boundaries
discussed, and regular city affairs were attended. In essence, the
gateof acity wasusedasCity Hall. A secondusewasfor aplacefor
E'Ubl ic debate, wherejusticewas administered, or an audiencefor

ingsand rulersor ambassadorsassembled. Thethird purposefor

thegatewasthat it served asaplacefor public markets. Food and

%_her necessary itemsfor that day couldbeeasily boughtand soldin
isarea

In heathen towns, the open spacesjust outside the gateswere
used asplacesfor sacrificeor immorality.

Sincethegateswereregarded aspositionsof great importance,
the gates of citieswere carefully guarded, and closed at nightfall.
Thef;ateswerethe main pointsof attack intimesof war. Enemies
wouldusefire, batteringramsand other effortstogainentry, sothe
most experienced officerswoul d be placed in command to protect
thegates. Whenthetroopspreparedfor war, it wastherethey would

bereviewedby their leadership. Thesegatescontainedchambersat
thetopwhereguardswere posted 24/7. Thegatedoorsthemselvesof
thelarger gatesmentionedin Scriptureweretwo- leafed, plated with
metal, closed with locks and fastened with metal bars. Gateswere
seriousbusinessthen, just asthey arenow.

We, too, have gatesof entry into our mind, soul, body and spirit.
Our eyes, ears, and mouth all act asgates. Through thesegates s
theimageswe see, soundswe hear and nourishment or drink which
enter our bodiesand intowho weareasaperson. Therearegood
thi n%swecan intentionally allowintoour gates, suchastheview of
Big Dukemountain, thesound of the church choir, and amoderate
amount of thegood food availableto usintheater. However, there
arealso thingswhich we should diligently keep out of our lives.
Pornography, music that tearsaway at morality, and too much food
and drink need to be kept far from our gates. Oncewe allow these
thingswithin us, theimages or messages areforever imprinted on
our minds.

Aseasy asitistoforget whereyouleft your keys, itisdifficultto
“unremember” images we view which are destructive to women,
relationships, and ourselves. When we allow theseimagesto be
imprinted onour minds, welessentheval ueattached to othersinour
livesand caninfact destroy our relationshipswiththoseclosesttous.

What canwedo? Guard our gates! Beintentional, bediligentin
what youallowintoyour gates. Just astheold adageistruethat“ you
arewhat youeat,” soitistruethat “what you putiniswhat youwill
putout.” 1f you put good stuff intoyour lifeand all ow thegood stuff
inyour gates, youwill seethegood stuff comingout of your lifeand
intothelivesof others. Butif youdropyour guard or intentionally
allowintoyour gatesthestuff whichisagainst God, thenyour mind,
soul, body and spirit will be negatively affected. What will then
comeout of your lifeinwhat you say and dowill notimproveyour
lifeor thelivesof thosearound you. Guard your gates!

D-DAY: Our past, present, future to always be remembered

Continued from page5

crossed OmahaBeach. Thelst
1D had gotten atoehold on Eu-
rope; months later, Allied
forceswould liberate Europe.

Ronald Reaganeloquently
stated on the 40th anniversary
of D-Day in1984: “ Asoneof
them, you are the fortunate
heirs ... the champions who
helpedfreeacontinent ... the

Itishistory’ sbenign book-
mark that the same infantry di-
visionsthat oncefought against
each other on D-Day asfoesare
now friends and that the same
infantry divisions that stood
guard on opposite sides of the
IronCurtainarenow allies.

Just as multi-national forces
stretched freedom’ slight across
Europe during World War 11,

heroeswhohelpedendawar.”  now multi-national forcesarese-
1ZzY EWIPTPJI WQEGNFPTJ 1ZF
MY NPDY PS 1Z2Y LYJI E
K
FNN WEJIJPLNY
MEQNBJ, FSB 1ZY WYJIPT
P
Jl KYFQJ 1ZPJ PJ 1QCY
Hint: Z=H
Answer to last week’ s crypto quip: Haveyou ever noticed?
maniac.

curing peace across K 0sovo.

If history and eventssuch as
D-Day are to be our road map
for the future, then combined
multi-national efforts, such as
KFORandthewar onterrorism,
underscoretheneedfor transat-
lanticcooperation.

That cooperationispossiblebe-
causeof theprinciplesandvalues
of freedom-lovingcountrieslikethe
United StatesanditsAllies.

Few can imagine the mortal
fear faced by soldiersthat day on
Omaha Beach, but many now
know of their valor, bravery and
initiative.

For U.S. soldiers and their
partnersinMNB(E), D-Day isa
somber reminder of the price of
freedom — and a symbol of
what the Army has achieved
through determination, courage
andcooperation.

Worship Schedule

Camp Bondsteel

(S) = South chapel (N) = North chapel (B) = both

Su
8am., Roman CatholicMass

®
9:30am., Roman Catholic
Mass (N)
9:30am., Liturgical
Protestant (S)
11am., Collective Protestant

1p.m, Latter-Day Saint (S)
2p.m., Gospel Sservice(N)
5p.m., Unitarian Universal

®

Camp Monteith

Sunday
9am., Bunker Bible Study
10am., Collective Protestant
Service
1p.m., Latter Day Saint
Service

7 p.m., CatholicMass
8p.m. Praiseand Worship
Service

Tuesiay
7p.m., CathalicRCIA (N)

Thur:
7p.m.,RCIA (S)

Friday
12p.m.,IslamicService(N)
7p.m., Jewish Service(N)

Name: Stephen
Johnson

Age: 30
Rank: Staff Sgt.

MOS: 12B, combat
engineer

Unit: HHC, 9th
Engineer Bn.

Stationed at:
Camp Able Sentry

Your duty position:
Operations sergeant for
Assistant Brigade
Engineer Section,
MNB(E)

What city do you call
home? Pope, Miss.

What do you liketo do
when you are off duty?
Relax

Your favoritefood:
Hotwings

Why did you join the
Army?

To try something differ-
ent
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June 15, 2002

Around KFOR

June 1: MNB(E)'s Polish-Ukrainian Battalion and U.S. civil affairs
soldiers operating in Kacanik and Strpce municipalities conducted Youth
Day at POLUKRBAT'’s White Eagle Camp. Twenty-five Kosovar Alba-
nian children and 25 Kosovar Serb children played games, ate lunch
and received certificates, toys and candy.

June 3: A patrol in MNB(N) operating near Kulina, spotted people
unloading boxes from mules and transferring them to a vehicle. As the
patrol moved to the scene, the vehicle drove off and the people and the
mules scattered. The patrol found 18 boxes containing cigarettes, then
searched the area and found a mule carrying eight more boxes con-
taining cigarettes. In all, 10,500 packs of cigarettes were seized and
turned over to UNMIK Border Police.

June 6: A patrol in MNB(S) found 11 antitank mines near Vrebnica.
An explosive ordnance disposal team was dispatched to the scene and
recovered the items for future destruction.

June 7: KFOR troops in MNB(N) seized arifle, arifle grenade, three
magazines of ammunition, a detonator, a bayonet and 121 rounds of
ammunition during a search of a home in Srbovac.

June 9: Soldiers of Task Force 1-18 Infantry, TF 1-26 Inf. and
POLUKRBAT conducted simultaneous cordon-and-search operations
throughout the MNB(E) area of responsibility during Operation Cobalt
Knife. Patrols found a submachine gun, a sniper rifle, a pistol, 244 rounds
of ammunition, a pair of binoculars, the barrel of a submachine gun, a
protective mask, six rucksacks, 2 body armor vests and 12 assorted
military-style uniforms.

June 9: Medical Platoon, TF 1-18 Inf., supported by the brigade
surgeon, the Task Force Medical Falcon optometrist and seven inter-
preters, conducted a medical civilian assistance program in Binac, pro-
viding 49 Kosovar Albanians and 20 Kosovar Serbs with a wide range
of free medical services.

June 10: Medical evacuation training in Strpce turned real for sol-
diers of TF 709th Military Police, who called for aerial evacuation of a
Kosovar Serb logger who had suffered head and abdominal injuries
when a tree fell on him. The 45th Medical Company (Air Ambulance)
helicopter landed within one minute after the patient was moved to the
landing zone, and the man was flown to the hospital on Camp Bondsteel.
He died of heart failure during surgery.

June 11: United Kingdom soldiers from MNB(C) conducted cordon-
and-search operations in Urosevac with MNB(E) elements, including
the Greek 501st Mechanized Battalion and TF 709" Military Police,
during Operation Iron Fist V (story page 1).

June 11: Amemorial was dedicated at KFOR headquarters in Pristina
for the 68 soldiers who have died while serving in Operation Joint Guard-
ian, the NATO mission in Kosovo.
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Memoria services
were held June 1 for
Master Sgt. Thomas
Palmer, 50, of North
Carolina, whodiedof
massivecardiacarrest
June6 at Camp Able
Sentry inthe Former
Y ugoslav Republicof
Macedonia

Palmer wasinthe
middle of aphysical
workoutanddidnot
feel well.

He went to the
CAS Aid Station,
where he collapsed
uponarrival. Multi-Nationa Brigade (East) medical staff could not revivehim.

Palmer was assigned to the 156" Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, based in Charlotte, N.C.
Hismilitary career included participationin Operation Desert Shieldin Saudi Arabiaand Oman,
Operation Provide Hopein Somalia, Operation Safe Passage, which involved movement of
Cuban migrantsfrom Panamato Cuba, and Operation Southern Watchin Kuwait.

“Master Sergeant Thomas Pal mer served hiscountry well and ably over along and distin-
guished career. Thisisatragiclossfor both hisfamily and hisbrothersand sistersinthe profes-
sionof arms,” said Maj. Mark Ballesteros, aMulti-National Brigade (East) spokesman.

Palmer issurvived by hisfather and two brothers.

Soldierscarry the casket of Master Sgt. Thomas Palmer totheaircraft that
carried hisremainshomeafter aceremony June1at Camp Able Sentry.

Fromleft: Sgt.
Adrin Rich,
Staff Sgt. Mario
V. Lindsey, 1st
Lt. Elijah V.
HamlI1, Pvt.
Paul S.
Williams, Pvt.
Mark J.
Schlegel and
(behind them)
Sgt. Michael D.
Daniels, all of
the“ Steel
Knights” — Co.
A, 1st Battalion,
7th Fied
Artillery
Regiment —
pull aHumvee
during Camp
Monteith's
Memorial Day
sports
competition.

Photo by
Spc. Patrick
Rodriguez
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